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14 FEBRUARY, 2007 - FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Foundation selects Steinways for Warwick Schools

NEW YORK CITY – The Hudson Valley Performing Arts Foundation has taken the first step
toward creating a Òconservatory environmentÓ in the Warwick Valley Central School District
with its gift of six Steinway-designed pianos.

Representatives of the Foundation and the school district recently visited the Steinway factory
in Long Island City to receive a personal tour given by Steinway & Sons Institutional Sales
Manager Bethany Rose.  They learned about the year-long process that goes into handcrafting
the world-renowned Steinway & Sons piano.  The group then continued on to Steinway Hall
on 57th Street in Manhattan to make their selection of two Steinway model ÒMÓ 5Õ7Ó and one
model ÒBÓ 7Õ grand pianos.  On hand to assist with the selection was Steinway Artist Richard
Kimball, a resident of New Milford in Warwick, N.Y., whose two sons attended Warwick
public schools.

The Foundation Ð a private, non-profit charitable organization established in 2006 Ð is
dedicated to supporting and enhancing performing arts opportunities and programs for the
Youth of the Hudson Valley, explains Dan Chester, HVPAF President.  In addition to the three
Steinway grand pianos, the Foundation also will present three Steinway-designed Boston
upright pianos to elementary schools in the district.  In all, the Foundation intends to acquire
twenty-two Steinway and Steinway-designed pianos for Warwick.  Funds are raised through
corporate and private donations to the FoundationÕs Steinway Living Legacy Program, a
Foundation partnership with Steinway & Sons.

According to Chester, an inventory of the school districtÕs pianos, found that students and
faculty were playing forty-year-old instruments.  Since Steinway pianos are considered by
most music experts as the worlds finest Ð and are played by ninety-seven percent of all concert
pianists Ð the Foundation wanted Steinway-designed pianos for the schools.  With the eventual
acquisition of twenty-two instruments, the Warwick Valley Central School District will join an
elite list of All-Steinway Schools.  These institutions include conservatories such as The
Juilliard School and Yale School of Music, and universities including New Jersey City
University, Teachers College of Columbia University, Indiana University of Pennsylvania, and
James Madison University.

Dr. Frank Greenhall, Superintendent of Warwick Valley Central School District, relates
his appreciation:  ÒThe collaboration of the Hudson Valley Performing Arts Foundation with
Steinway & Sons for the benefit of our students in the Warwick Valley Central School District
is one of the most exciting projects I have had the pleasure of being a part of.  For the
musicians in Warwick, this endeavor will allow us to take the step from good to great and sets
the stage for a very enriched musical environment for which we are very thankful.Ó

Information about Steinway & Sons may be obtained by calling (800) 366-1853 or by visiting
the Steinway & Sons website at Steinway.com.  Information about the Hudson Valley
Performing Arts Foundation may be obtained by visiting their website at hvpaf.org.


